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Bible People – Old Testament 

 
Ways to prepare a set of “Bible People” cards: 

1 – Write a set of clues on one side of a file card and the name of the person on the other side.  Include the Bible reference where the person is first 
named as one of the clues.  Suggestion: laminate the cards.  

 

 
 

2 – Download the ready-to-print pages below.  Use 24 lb. or 28 lb., 8-1/2 x 11, paper and print on both sides, starting with page 2 (flip pages on short 

edge).  Cut out the cards.  This makes two sets of “Bible People” cards.  Suggestion: laminate the cards. 
 

 
 

The cards can be used several ways: 
 

1 – A single student can use a stack of cards to sharpen his or her knowledge of who’s who in the Bible. 

2 – Play a “Bible People” game.  Shuffle the cards and stack them clue side up.  Players take turns drawing the top card and reading the clues.  The 
others take turns trying to guess the identity of the person.  Players collect the cards they correctly identify.  If no one identifies the person, show 

everyone the answer on the back of the card and return it to the bottom of the pile.  The player who collects the most cards wins.   

3 – Use both sets of cards.  Place the clues from one set face up on a table.  Place the name sides of the other set face up.  Mix and match.  Make this 
a group activity by having students help each other match the clues with the people.  With information on both sides of the cards, the activity is 

self-correcting. 

4 – Randomly spread the cards name side up on a table.  Students work alone or in small groups to arrange the people in biblical order.  With first- 

time references as one of the clues, the activity is self-correcting.   
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● First man 

● Father of Cain, Abel, Seth 

● “By one man sin entered the world” 

● “In ____ all die” 

● Name means “Man” 

● First named in Genesis 2:19 

ADAM 

EVE 

 CAIN 

● First woman 

● Created out of man 

● Deceived by the serpent 

● “Mother of all living” 

● Name means “Life” 

● First named in Genesis 3:20 

● Firstborn of Adam and Eve 

● A worker of the ground 

● Hated and killed his brother 

● “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 

● Name means “Acquired” 

● First named in Genesis 4:1 
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● Second son of Adam and Eve 

● A keeper of sheep 

● Offered to God by faith 

● Killed by his brother 

● Name means “Breath, Vanity” 

● First named in Genesis 4:2 

ABEL 

SETH 

 NOAH 

● Third named son of Adam and Eve 

● Instead of Abel 

● Father of Enosh, lived 912 years 

● People begin to call on the LORD 

● Name means “Appointed” 

● First named in Genesis 4:25 

● Prepared an ark 

● Father of Shem, Ham, Japheth 

● Great flood, rainbow 

● Planted a vineyard after the flood 

● Name means “Rest” 

● First named in Genesis 5:29 
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● First named son of Noah 

● Continued the Christ line after the flood  

● Father of the Semitic people  

● On the ark at 98 years old! 

● Name means “Name” 

● First named in Genesis 5:32 

SHEM 

HAM 

 JAPHETH 

● Second named son of Noah 

● Youngest son of Noah 

● Father of Canaan 

● Grandfather of Nimrod 

● Name means “Warm, Hot” 

● First named in Genesis 5:32 

● Third named son of Noah 

● Noah’s oldest son 

● With Shem: covered Noah’s nakedness 

● Father of Magog, Tubal, Meshech 

● Name means “Enlargement” 

● First named in Genesis 5:32 
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● A mighty man after the flood 

● Mighty hunter before the LORD 

● The beginning of his kingdom was Babel 

● Assyria is called his land 

● Name means “The Valliant” 

● First named in Genesis 10:8 

NIMROD 

ABRAHAM 

 SARAH 

● Ur of the Chaldees  

● Believed God and counted as righteous  

● Covenant of circumcision 

● Father of Ishmael, Isaac 

● Renamed: “Father of a multitude” 

● First appears in Genesis 11:26 

 

● First known as Sarai 

● Renamed: “Princess” 

● Barren. Then bore a son at 90 

● “God has made laughter for me” 

● First to be buried at Machpelah 

● First appears in Genesis 11:29  
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● Sarai’s handmaid 

● Egyptian slave woman 

● Mother of Ishmael 

● The cast out slave woman 

● Name means “Flight” 

● First named in Genesis 16:1 

HAGAR 

ISHMAEL 

 ISAAC 

● Son of Abram and Hagar 

● Born when Abram was 86 years old 

● Circumcised at the age of 13 

● “Shall not be the heir with … Isaac” 

● Name means “God will hear” 

● Named by an angel in Genesis 16:11 

● Son of Abraham’s old age 

● Child of promise 

● Mocked by his older half-brother  

● Figuratively raised from the dead 

● Name means “Laughter”  

● First named in Genesis 17:19  
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● Isaac’s wife 

● Sister of Laban 

● Mother of Esau and Jacob 

● Told: “The older shall serve the younger” 

● Name means “Ensnarer” or “Captivating” 

● First named in Genesis 22:23  

REBEKAH 

ESAU 

 JACOB 

● A skillful hunter 

● Despised his birthright 

● His name was called Edom 

● Married Judith and Basemath 

● Name means “Hairy” 

● First named in Genesis 25:25 

● Younger twin of Esau 

● Deceived his father to get a blessing 

● Fled. Served Laban for 20 years 

● Father of the 12 tribes of Israel 

● Name means “Heel holder, Supplanter” 

● First named in Genesis 25:26  
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● Bethuel’s son, Rebekah’s brother 

● Father of Leah and Rachel 

● Jacob’s father-in-law 

● Changed Jacob’s wages “ten times” 

● Name means “White” 

● First named in Genesis 24:29 

 

LABAN 

LEAH 

 RACHEL 

● Older daughter of Laban 

● Weak eyes 

● Slave girl named Zilpah 

● Mother of six of Jacob’s sons 

● Name means “Weary” 

● First named in Genesis 29:16 

● Met her future husband at a well 

● Beautiful and well-favored 

● Slave girl named Bilhah 

● Mother of Jacob’s youngest sons 

● Name means “An ewe” 

● First named in Genesis 29:6 
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● Jacob’s firstborn son 

● Found mandrakes in a field 

● Rescued Joseph from his brothers 

● Unstable as water 

● Name means “Behold, a son” 

● First named in Genesis 29:32 

REUBEN 

LEVI 

JUDAH 

● Jacob’s third son 

● Divided in Israel.  Not Simeon 

● His tribe was “on the LORD’s side” 

● In Abram’s loins when he paid tithes 

● Name means “Joined” 

● First named in Genesis 29:34 

● Jacob’s fourth son 

● Fathered Er, Onan, Shelah by Shua 

● Interceded for Benjamin in Egypt 

● “The scepter shall not depart …” 

● Name means “Praise” 

● First named in Genesis 29:35 
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● Coat of many colors 

● Sold into slavery by his brothers 

● Interpreted Pharaoh’s dreams 

● Saved the world from famine 

● Name means “Yahweh has added” 

● First named in Genesis 30:24  

 

JOSEPH 

BENJAMIN 

 DINAH 

● Jacob’s youngest son 

● Rachel died as his birth 

● Received a 5x portion from Joseph’s table 

● Joseph’s cup found in his sack 

● Name means “Son of the right hand” 

● First named in Genesis 35:18 

● Leah’s daughter 

● Went out to see the women of the land 

● Defiled by Shechem 

● Defilement avenged by Simeon, Levi 

● Name means “Judgment” 

● First named in Genesis 30:21 
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● A ruler outwitted by Shiphrah and Puah 

● Had storehouses at Pithom and Raamses 

● “The people of Israel are too many” 

● “Cast every son into the Nile”  

● His daughter rescued Moses 

● First referred to in Exodus 1:8 

PHARAOH #1 
(of Exodus) 

AMRAM 

 JOCHEBED  

● Married Jochebed, his father’s sister 

● Father of Miriam, Aaron, Moses 

● Levite, Kohathite, living in Egypt 

● Died in Egypt at 137 

● Name means “Exalted people” 

● Man, first referred to in Exodus 2:1 

● Mother of Miriam, Aaron, Moses 

● Hid her youngest child three months 

● Made an ark of bulrushes 

● Was paid to nurse her own son 

● Name means “Yahweh is glory” 

● Woman, first referred to in Exodus 2:1 
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● Younger son of Amram and Jochebed 

● “Bring my people … out of Egypt” 

● Ten Commandments from God 

● Meekest of men (Numbers 12) 

● Name means “Drawn” from the water 

● First named in Exodus 2:10 

MOSES 

AARON 

 MIRIAM 

● Met Moses at the mount of God 

● Moses’ prophet to Pharaoh 

● Israel’s first High Priest 

● Died on Mt. Hor, 40th year of exodus 

● Name means “Light bringer” 

● First named in Exodus 4:14 

● Older sister of Moses and Aaron 

● First prophetess named in the Bible  

● Sang with tambourine at the Red Sea  

● Struck with leprosy during the exodus 

● Name means “Rebellion” 

● First referred to in Exodus 2:4 
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● Came to the Nile to bathe  

● Drew a Hebrew boy from the water 

● Gave Moses his name 

● Paid Jochebed to nurse her own son 

● Moses became her son 

● First referred to in Exodus 2:5 

● Moses was like God to him 

● Was told: “Let my people go!” 

● “Who is the LORD that I should obey …?”  

● Hard hearted: endured 10 plagues 

● Perished in the Red Sea 

● First referred to in Exodus 3:10 

● Battle of Jericho 
● Conquered the promised land 
● Oshea of the tribe of Ephraim 
● “As for me and my house, we will serve 

the LORD” 
● Name means “Yahweh is salvation” 
● First named in Exodus 17:9 

PHARAOH #2 
(of Exodus) 

 JOSHUA 

PHARAOH’S 

DAUGHTER 
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● One of 12 spies at 40 years of age 

● Faithful spy from the tribe of Judah 

● As strong at 85 as he was at 40 

● Received Hebron for an inheritance 

● Name means “Dog” 

● First named in Numbers 13:6 

CALEB 

EHUD 

DEBORAH 

● Left-handed judge, a Benjamite 

● Took tribute to Eglon, king of Moab 

● “I have a secret message, O king” 

● Left his sword in a king’s belly 

● Name means “Union” 

● First named in Judges 3:15 

● Woman who judged Israel 

● A prophetess, wife of Lapidoth 

● Directed Barak to defeat the Canaanites 

● A mother in Israel 

● Name means “Bee” 

● First named in Judges 4:4 
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● Summoned by Deborah from Naphtali 

● “If you will go with me, I will go” 

● Led 10,000 from Naphtali and Zebulun  

● Defeated Sisera at the river Kishon 

● Name means “Lightning”  

● First named in Judges 4:6 

BARAK 

GIDEON 

 ABIMELECH 
(of Judges) 

● Signs of fleece and dew 

● Jars, torches, and trumpets 

● 300 men defeat 135,000 Midianites 

● “I will not rule over you” 

● Name means “Hewer, Cut down” 

● First named in Judges 6:11 

● Renegade son of Jerubbaal (Gideon) 

● Killed his father’s sons at Ophrah 

● Men of Shechem made him king 

● Killed with a millstone dropped by a woman 

● Name means “Father-king” 

● First named in Judges 9:1 
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● Rejected by his Gileadite brothers 

● Land dispute with the king of Ammon 

● Made a vow, defeated the Ammonites 

● “Alas, my daughter!” 

● Name means “God sets free” 

● First named in Judges 11:1 

JEPHTHAH 

JEPHTHAH’S 

DAUGHTER 

 SAMSON 

● Only child of an Israelite judge 

● Given to the LORD by a vow 

● “Do to me according to (your vow)” 

● Wept her virginity for two months 

● Commemorated by daughters of Israel 

● First referred to in Judges 11:34 

● Son of Manoah, tribe of Dan 

● A Nazarite from birth 

● Spirit-powered feats of strength 

● Died with 3,000 Philistines 

● Name means “Like the sun” 

● First named in Judges 13:4 
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● Had 1,100 pieces of his mother’s silver  

● A silver image, shrine, and ephod 

● Hired a Levite to be “a father and priest” 

● Plundered by belligerent Danites 

● Name means “Who is like God” 

● First named in Judges 17:1 

MICAH 
(of Judges) 

NAOMI 

 RUTH 

● Wife and widow of Elimelech 

● “Turn back, my daughters”  

● “Call me Mara” (bitterness) 

● Sold a parcel of land in Bethlehem 

● Name means “My delight” 

● First named in Ruth 1:2 

● Moabitess widow of Mahlon 

● Naomi’s faithful daughter-in-law 

● Gleaned from barley to wheat harvest 

● Married Boaz 

● Name means “Friendship” 

● Named, first chapter of her book 
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● Had 1,100 pieces of his mother’s silver  

● A silver image, shrine, and ephod 

● Hired a Levite to be “a father and priest” 

● Plundered by belligerent Danites 

● Name means “Who is like God” 

● First named in Judges 17:1 

MICAH 
(of Judges) 

NAOMI 

 RUTH 

● Wife and widow of Elimelech 

● “Turn back, my daughters”  

● “Call me Mara” (bitterness) 

● Sold a parcel of land in Bethlehem 

● Name means “My delight” 

● First named in Ruth 1:2 

● Moabitess widow of Mahlon 

● Naomi’s faithful daughter-in-law 

● Gleaned from barley to wheat harvest 

● Married Boaz 

● Name means “Friendship” 

● Named, first chapter of her book 
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● Moabitess widow of Chilion 

● “We will return with you,” but didn’t 

● Kissed her mother-in-law goodbye 

● Went back to her people and gods 

● Name means “A fawn” 

● Only named in Ruth 1:4 and 1:14 

ORPAH 

BOAZ 

 ELI 

● “Do not glean in another field” 

● “The man is … one of our redeemers” 

● Married Ruth in Bethlehem 

● Great-grandfather of King David 

● Name means “In it is strength” 

● First named in Ruth 2:1 

● Priest who judged Israel at Shiloh 

● Two worthless sons 

● Samuel ministered in his presence 

● Fell backward and died at 98 

● Name means “Ascent, elevation” 

● First named in 1 Samuel 1:3 
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● Childless wife of Elkanah 

● Mother of Samuel 

● “My heart exalts in the LORD” 

● Made a robe for her son every year 

● Name means “Grace” 

● First named in 1 Samuel 1:2 

HANNAH 

SAMUEL 

 SAUL 

● Levite, son of Elkanah and Hannah 

● Last judge of Israel 

● Anointed Saul and David 

● “To obey is better than sacrifice” 

● Name means “Asked of God”  

● First named in 1 Samuel 1:20 

● Son of Kish, a Benjamite 

● First king of Israel 

● Father of Jonathan 

● Witch of Endor 

● Name means “Desired” 

● First named in 1 Samuel 9:2  
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● Defeated a Philistine garrison at Geba 

● “I tasted a little of this honey” 

● Son of Saul, loved David 

● Gave David his robe and armor 

● Name means “Yahweh has given” 

● First named in 1 Samuel 13:2 

JONATHAN 
(Son of Saul) 

JESSE 

 DAVID 

● Son of Obed, father of David 

● Had three sons in Saul’s army 

● Samuel: “Are all your sons here?” 

● Messiah is called “the root of ___” 

● Name means “Gift” 

● Named in 1 Samuel 16:1, cp. Ruth 4:17 

● Shepherd: a lamb, a lion, and a bear 

● Youngest son of Jesse 

● Psalmist, king of Israel 

● “I will raise up your offspring after you” 

● Name means “Beloved” 

● Named in 1 Samuel 16:13 (cp. Ruth 4:17) 
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● Philistine champion from Gath 

● Six cubits and a span 

● “I defy the ranks of Israel this day” 

● Killed by a single sling stone 

● Name means “Great, Splendor” 

● First named in 1 Samuel 17:4 

GOLIATH 

JOAB 

 BATHSHEBA 

● David’s most famous nephew 

● Brother of Abishai and Asahel 

● First up the water shaft into Jebus 

● Commander of David’s army 

● Name means “Yahweh is father” 

● First appears in 2 Samuel 2:13 

● Wife of Uriah the Hittite 

● Beautiful bather, adultery 

● Mother of Solomon 

● Granddaughter of Ahithophel 

● Name means “Daughter of an oath” 

● First appears in 2 Samuel 11:3 
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● Nabal’s wise wife 

● Takes loaves, wine, sheep … to David 

● “Nabal is his name. Folly is with him” 

● Sent for by David to become his wife 

● Name means “Whose father rejoices” 

● First named in 1 Samuel 25:3 

ABIGAIL 

NABAL 

 AHIMELECH 

● Calebite, harsh and badly behaved 

● Railed on David’s men: “Who is David?” 

● Sheep shearing, feasting, drunk 

● Heart attack: dead in 10 days 

● Name means “Fool” 

● First named in 1 Samuel 25:3 

● Son of Ahitub; priest at Nob 

● Gave showbread to David 

● Gave Goliath’s sword to David 

● Murdered by Doeg the Edomite 

● Name means “Brother of the king” 

● First named in 1 Samuel 21:1 
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● King of Gath 

● David fled to this foreigner twice 

● “Behold, you see the man is mad!” 

● Gave Ziklag to David 

● David “shall always be my servant” 

● First named in 1 Samuel 21:10 

ACHISH 

ABNER 

 MEPHIBOSHETH 

● Saul’s cousin and army commander  

● Goliath is dead: he brings David to Saul 

● “Shall the sword devour forever?” 

● He killed Asahel. Joab killed him. 

● Name means “Father of light” 

● First named in 1 Samuel 14:50 

● Jonathan’s son, Saul’s grandson 

● Dropped by his nurse, crippled at five 

● Ate at David’s table in Jerusalem 

● Ziba became his servant 

● Name means “Exterminator of idols” 

● First named in 2 Samuel 4:4 
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● King of Tyre 

● Cedar trees, carpenters, and masons 

● “Always loved David.” Not Jonathan 

● Sent rafts of timber for Solomon’s temple 

● Name means “Noble” 

● First named in 2 Samuel 5:11 

HIRAM 

NATHAN 

 ABSALOM 

● Prophet to David and Solomon 

● Announced God’s promises to David 

● “You are the man!” 

● Joined Zadok to anoint Solomon as king 

● Name means “Given (by God)” 

● First named in 2 Samuel 7:2 

● A beautiful sister, Tamar 

● Killed his brother Amnon 

● Rebelled against his own father 

● Hung by his hair in a tree 

● Name means “Father of peace” 

● First named in 2 Samuel 3:3 
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● Older sister Merab 

● Given by Saul to be David’s wife 

● Loved David, saved David, despised David 

● Later married off to Palti 

● Female of “Who is like God” 

● First named in 1 Samuel 14:49 

MICHAL 

AHITHOPHEL 

● Gilonite, David’s counselor 

● Conspired with Absalom against David 

● Overruled by Hushai the Archite 

● Set his house in order and hanged himself 

● Name means “Brother of foolishness” 

● First named in 2 Samuel 15:12 

● Asked God for wisdom 

● Built the Temple in Jerusalem 

● 3,000 proverbs and 1,005 songs 

● Loved many foreign women 

● Name means “Peace” 

● First named in 2 Samuel 5:14 

SOLOMON 
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 QUEEN OF SHEBA 

● Heard the fame of Solomon 

● Came from the ends of the earth 

● Camels, spices, gold, precious stones 

● Tested Solomon with hard questions 

● “The half was not told me” 

● Named in 1 Kings 10 

REHOBOAM 

 JEROBOAM 

● Succeeded Solomon as King 
● Abandoned the counsel of old men 
● “My little finger is thicker than my 

father’s thighs” 
● 10 tribes defect to Jeroboam 
● Name means “A people has enlarged” 
● First named in 1 Kings 11:43 

● Led the defection from Rehoboam 

● Set up gods at Dan and Bethel 

● Appointed priests and a new feast day 

● “The son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin” 

● Name means “Whose people is many” 

● First named in 1 Kings 11:26 
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● Son of Asa, king of Judah 

● Went with Ahab to Ramoth-gilead 

● “O our God … our eyes are on you” 

● Ships to Tarshish: wrecked at Ezion-geber 

● Name means “Yahweh has judged” 

● First named in 1 Kings 15:24 

JEHOSHAPHAT 

AHAB 

 JEZEBEL 

● Son of Omri, King of Israel 

● Troubler of Israel.  Not Achan 

● Naboth’s vineyard as a vegetable garden 

● Killed in battle by a random arrow  

● Name means “Father’s brother” 

● First named in 1 Kings 16:28 

● Wicked wife of King Ahab 

● Mother of wicked Athaliah 

● Tried to kill the prophets of God 

● Murdered Naboth, would have killed Elijah 

● Name may mean “Baal is exalted” 

● First named in 1 Kings 16:31 
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● Vineyard owner in Jezreel 
● “I will not give you the inheritance of 

my fathers” 
● Accused of cursing God and king 
● Stoned to death by Jezebel’s order 
● Name means “Fruits” 
● Named in 1 Kings 21 

NABOTH 

ELIJAH 

 ELISHA 

● Garment of hair and a leather belt 

● No rain for 3-1/2 years 

● Ahab: “Have you found me, O my enemy?” 

● 450 prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel 

● Name means “Yah is God” 

● First named in 1 Kings 17:1 

● A double portion of Elijah’s spirit 

● Gehazi 

● Raised a Shunemite’s son 

● “Go and wash in Jordan seven times” 

● Name means “God is salvation” 

● First named in 1 Kings 19:16 
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● Anointed king of Israel by Elisha’s envoy 

● He drives furiously! 

● Executed the worshipers of Baal 

● Commanded the death of Jezebel 

● Name means “Yahweh is he” 

● First named in 1 Kings 19:16 

JEHU 

ATHALIAH 

 NAAMAN 

● Daughter of Ahab and Jezebel 

● Destroyed the royal family, except Joash 

● Reigned queen in Judah for six years 

● “Treason! Treason!” 

● Name means “Whom God afflicts” 

● First named in 2 Kings 8:26 

● Syrian army commander 

● Leper 

● A captive girl from Israel 

● Sent to wash in Jordan seven times 

● Name means “Pleasantness”  

● Named in 2 Kings 5 and Luke 4 
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● Temple cleansed, Passover held 

● Sennacherib, Rabshakeh, prophet Isaiah  

● 185,000 Assyrians: all dead 

● 15 extra years of life 

● Name means “Yah is my strength” 

● First named in 2 Kings 16:20 

HEZEKIAH 

SENNACHERIB 

 ISAIAH 

● King of Assyria 

● Invaded Judah, 14th year of Hezekiah 

● Intended to fight against Jerusalem 

● Sent words to mock the living God 

● Killed by his own sons at Nineveh 

● First named in 2 Kings 18:13 

● Prophet to Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah 
● “The virgin shall conceive and bear a son” 
● “To us a child is born” 
● “The LORD has laid on him the iniquity 

of us all” 
● Name means “Salvation of Yah” 
● First named in 2 Kings 19:2 
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● Prophet from Anathoth 

● Foretold 70 years captivity in Babylon 

● In the days of Josiah, Jehoiakim, Zedekiah 

● Book of Lamentations 

● Name means “Whom Yah has appointed” 

● First named in 2 Chronicles 35:25 

JEREMIAH 

● “Son of man”: 93x 

● River Chebar, among the Jewish exiles 

● Valley of dry bones 

● Temple visions 

● Name means “God strengthens” 

● Major prophet, only named twice 

EZEKIEL 

DANIEL 

● Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego 
● Nebuchadnezzar’s dream 
● “The Most High rules in the kingdom of men” 
● Lion’s den 
● Name means “God is my judge” 
● First named in Ezekiel 14:20 (cp. Dan.1:6) 
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JOSIAH 

● Forenamed by a prophet at Bethel 
● Shaphan: “I have found the book of the 

law” 
● King at eight, reforms, Passover 
● Killed at Megiddo by Pharaoh Neco 
● Name means “Yahweh heals, saves” 
● Named in 2 Kings 21:24 (cp. 1 Ki.13:2) 

● Installed king of Judah by Pharaoh Neco 

● Murdered Urijah the prophet 

● Cut up and burned the Jeremiah scroll 

● Buried “with the burial of a donkey” 

● Name means “Yahweh sets up” 

● First named in 2 Kings 23:34 

JEHOIAKIM 

ZEDEKIAH 

● Mattaniah, son of Josiah 

● Installed king of Judah by Nebuchadnezzar 

● Last king of Judah before captivity 

● Eyes put out, taken to Babylon 

● Name means “Righteousness of Yahweh” 

● First named in 2 Kings 24:17 
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● “Is not this great Babylon which I have 
built? 

● Head of gold … 
● Besieged Jerusalem for three years  
● Took the Jews captive to Babylon 
● Spared Jeremiah from captivity 
● First named in 2 Kings 24:1 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR 

● Grandson of Nebuchadnezzar 
● Feasted: drinking from temple cups 
● Handwriting on the wall  
● “Weighted in the balances and found 

wanting” 
● The king whose knees knocked! 
● First named in Daniel 5:1 

BELSHAZZAR 

EZRA 

● Priest, scribe, skilled in the Law 

● Went up from Babylonia, from exile 

● “The hand of … my God is upon me” 

● Opened the book and the people stood 

● Name means “Help” 

● First named in Ezra 7:1 
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 NEHEMIAH 

● Cupbearer of King Artaxerxes 

● Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem, lazy nobles 

● Wall of Jerusalem rebuilt in 52 days 

● “Remember me, O my God, for good” 

● Name means “Yah comforts” 

● First named in Ezra 2:2 

● Hadassah, orphaned cousin of Mordecai 

● Jewish queen of Persia 

● “That wicked Haman!” 

● Feast of Purim 

● Name means “Star” 

● Named, second chapter of her book 

ESTHER 

HAMAN 

● An Agagite: the Jews’ enemy 

● No homage from Mordecai 

● Cast pur to destroy the Jews 

● Hung on his own gallows 

● Name means “Magnificent” 

● First named in Esther 3:1 
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 JOB 

● Blameless, upright, feared God 

● Did not charge God with wrong 

● Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar 

● The LORD restored his fortunes 

● Name means “Hated, afflicted” 

● A book of wisdom bears his name 

 TERAH 

● Father of Abram, Nahor, and Haran 

● Father of Sarai (Sarah) 

● Left Ur with Abram, Sarai, and Lot 

● Died at Haran at 205 

● Died before Abram came into Canaan 

● First named in Genesis 11:24 

 SIMEON 

● Jacob’s second son 

● Avenged Dinah’s defilement.  Not Levi 

● Held hostage in Egypt by Joseph 

● Divided in Israel.  Not Levi 

● Name means “Heard, hearing” 

● First named in Genesis 29:33 
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 HULDAH 

● A prophetess, wife of Shallum 

● Lived in the second quarter of Jeru- 
   salem (= the suburbs?) 

● Hilkiah inquired of the LORD through her 

● Consulted when the book of the law was found 

● Her name means “Weasel” 

● First named in 2 Kings 22:14 

 ELEAZAR 

● Son of Aaron, father of Phinehas 

● Nadab and Abihu die.  He and Ithamar remain 

● Succeeded Aaron as high priest 

● Helped Joshua distribute the land 

● Name means “God has helped” 

● First named in Exodus 6:23 

 ABISHAG 

● A beautiful young Shunammite 

● “Let her lie in your arms” 

● She kept an old king warm 

● Adonijah lost his life over her 

● Name means “Father (author) of error” 

● First named in 1 Kings 1:3 
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 ACHAN 

● Son of Carmi … of the tribe of Judah 

● “The troubler of Israel” 

● He stole a cloak, silver, and gold 

● Stoned to death in the Valley of Achor 

● His name means “Troubler” 

● First named in Joshua 7:1 

 MORDECAI 

● A Benjamite in Susa 

● Cousin of Hadassah, called her Esther 

● Don’t let on that you are a Jewess! 

● Revealed a plot against Ahasuerus 

● Bow to Haman? Never! 

● First named in Esther 2:5 

 AMOS 

● A shepherd of Tekoa 

● “I was no prophet, nor a prophet’s son” 

● “For three transgressions … and for four” 

● Prophesied against Israel under Jeroboam II 

● Name means “A burden” 

● Named in his prophecy of nine chapters 
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 JONAH 

● Son of Amittai of Gath-hepher 

● Sent to Nineveh, fled to Tarshish 

● A great fish appointed: 3 days and 3 nights 

● “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be 
   overthrown” 

● Name means “A dove” 

● First named in 2 Kings 14:25 

 ARAUNAH 

● A Jebusite who owned a threshing floor 

● Also known as Ornan 

● A destroying angel’s hand was stayed  

● His land became a temple site 

● David paid him 50 shekels of silver 

● First named in 2 Samuel 24:16 

 SHAPHAN 

● A scribe, a secretary in the days of Josiah 

● Father of Ahikam, Jeremiah’s friend 

● Read a newly found book to a king 

● Sent with Hilkiah and others to Huldah 

● Name means “A coney or badger” 

● First named in 2 Kings 22:3 
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 BARUCH 

● Son of Neriah, brother of Seraiah 

● Jeremiah’s secretary 

● Publicly read Jeremiah’s words in the Temple 

● King Jehoiakim destroyed his script(ure)! 

● Name means “Blessed” 

● First named in Jeremiah 32:12 

 DARIUS 

● A king called “The Mede” 

● Dethroned Belshazzar, king of Babylon 

● Daniel: the finest of his three presidents 

● “The law of the Medes and the Persians 
   cannot be revoked!” 

● Could not save Daniel from a lion’s den 

● First named in Ezra 4:5 

 CYRUS 

● King of Persia 

● God moves him and exiles go home 

● His decree: Rebuild the house of God 

● Captured temple ware returned to the Jews 

● Daniel is in Babylon until his reign 

● First named in 2 Chronicles 36:22 
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